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WELCOME  
{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
atmosphere in which we as a Christian community teach and learn. We 
are committed to the development of the whole person ensuring the 
integration of faith, life and culture.  Our staff value learning and are 
continually using the evidence gathered in the classroom from students 
to inform their curriculum planning. Respect for others, and a responsible 
attitude towards the use and development of talents and skills assists 
students to be nurtured and develop. We place high importance on 
partnership with parents, parish and the wider community. I hope that 
the information that follows will help overcome any concerns that you 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǊǘƘŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ  

Mrs Paula Leadbitter 
Principal  
 

SAINT JOSEPH  
St. Joseph was the foster father of Jesus and he is the patron saint of workers. He is a patron of 
workers partly because he was a worker himself ς a carpenter ς but also because of the gift that 
he gave of himself when he agreed to take care of Mary and Jesus. 
St Joseph is the patron saint of our parish school.  We refer frequently to the qualities of St Joseph 
and encourage our students to be humble, loyal, kind, caring and hardworking just like Joseph. 
 

OUR HISTOR Y 
In response to the needs of the Catholic Community of Condobolin and the Lachlin Shire, the first 

school was established by Bishop Byrne in 1889.  The School was opened in Orange Lane with 61 

pupils.  The school was staffed by Sisters of St Joseph.  In 2010 we acknowledged and celebrated 

ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ŀƛƴǘΣ aŀǊȅ aŀŎƪƛƭƭƻǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǿƴ WƻǎŜǇƘƛǘŜǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

first teachers in our local Catholic school.  In 1935 the Catholic High School was opened by Bishop 

Fox and staffed by the Sisters of Mercy who arrived in Condobolin in 1929.  The primary and 

secondary school thrived under the leadership of Priests and Sisters of Mercy, as a community we 

share special memories of the amazing contribution the Sisters made to our parish school.  In the 

early part of 2004 fires destroyed much of the school infrastructure.  It was resolved to establish a 

new school on the corner of Molong and William Streets.  The new complex was opened in May 

2005 with over 100 students and a dynamic group of teaching and administrative staff.  Today 

with over 130 students we recall with gratitude the faith and dedication of the pioneer priests, 

sisters, teachers and parents of the Catholic Community, who laboured tirelessly to provide 

Catholic Education and Christian traditions which we express and value today. 

 

 

 

 



THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM  
IN THE SCHOOL  

 
Within the parish, the Catholic School is a Christian Educational Institution 
composed of Clergy, Staff, Parents and Children whose aim is the transmission of 
values.  
The ultimate goal of the school is to provide an education based on Christian values 
that will enable the development of the whole child who sees religion not as a part 
of life but a way of life.  
 
As such, our vision and mission encompasses  

¶ The provision of schooling, where possible for all Catholic children who seek 
enrolment 

¶ The creation of communities characterised by acceptance, security, justice, 
hope and happiness. 

¶ The formation of students in knowledge and understanding and love of the 
faith and its celebration in prayer and liturgy.  

¶ The pursuit of excellence in all fields of school education in accordance with 
each students gifts and capabilities. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
²ƘŜƴ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǊƻƭ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ must be aware of the 
aims of the school and their need to support these aims. 
 
 All parents will be briefed on the Religious Program carried out in the school. All 
parents, whether Catholic or non-Catholic, will be asked to give the Religious 
Education Program in the School their full support. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT  
 

Starting Age 
Lƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōŜ ŀƎŜŘ ŦƛǾŜ όрύ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōȅ олth 
of April in the year of commencement.  
 

Enrolment Procedure 
Applications for student enrolment is by completion of the School's Application for Enrolment 
Form 
 
{ǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƴǊƻƭƳŜƴǘ CƻǊƳ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ōȅ 1st August 
2014. 
Each applicant for enrolment will be asked to supply- 

a) a photocopy of their birth certificate 
b) a photocopy of their baptismal certificate  

       c) an immunisation certificate 
 
The return of the application form does not mean automatic enrolment.  

 
An enrolment interview with the Principal, Mrs Paula Leadbitter and Parish Priest, Father Don 
Gunn will be conducted during the month of August. 
 

This interview process includes those who may already have children enrolled at the school. This is 
an opportunity for the principal and parish priest to explain in some detail the vision and mission 
of the schooƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
faith formation, general education and the school through the payment of school fees and 
support of fund raising activities. It is also an opportunity for parents to express their expectations 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  !ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ 
and development and discuss any specific learning difficulties or disabilities. 
 
Notification of the outcome of enrolment application will usually be sent by mail to parents by 
mid Term 3. At least 75% of children enrolled in the school are to be Catholic. 
 
In Term 4, the children enrolled in Kindergarten will participate in an orientation program.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FEES 
While Catholic Schools receive substantial 
Government Grants, further funds 
have to be obtained to ensure that a viable education 
for children is provided. 
At the point of application for enrolment, parents are 
made aware of their obligation to pay school fees.  
 
Regular payment options are available with a variety 
of different payment methods (cheque, cash, direct 
deposit, centre pay). 
 
There are discounts if you have more than one child 
attending the school at the same time.  Please 
contact our school office for details. 

 

THINGS TO GET READY 
 

School Uniform  -   ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ tŀǊŜƴǘ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ -   
    uniform available from local supplier; 
    The White Picket Store  
    Bathurst Street  
    Condobolin  
Green School Hat  -   available in the school office 
School Bag ς  ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎ ƛǎ ōƛƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōƻȄŜǎΣ 

water bottles, library and reader bags and a jumper. Make sure your 
child is able to pack and unpack his/her bag with ease. 

Lunch boxes  -  we suggest using 2 lunch boxes (1 smaller for recess and 1 larger for 
ƭǳƴŎƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨōƛƎΩ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōƻȄ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƭǳƴŎƘ Ŏƻƻƭύ 

aƛŘ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ΨCǊǳƛǘ .ǊŜŀƪ ς at approx. 9.30am each morning we have a five  
minute snack break. Children are encouraged to make a healthy 
choice and have a piece of fruit at this time. 

Water bottle -  water is best because it is more refreshing and if it leaks there will 
not be a sticky mess. 

Library Bag ς   big enough to hold a large book 
Home Reader Bag ς   available at the school office 
A painting smock ς  please have this ready to go for your first day 
A spare pair of  
underpants and socks ς  just in case 

 
We suggest that there ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǘƻȅǎ ŜǘŎΧ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜȅϥǊŜ ƭƻǎǘΦ 
 
!ƭƭ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŀōŜƭƭŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 
belongings with a symbol that they can recognise. 
 
No other equipment is needed ς all pencils, books, paints etc.. are provided. 
 

 

CURRENT FEE SCHEDULE FOR 

KINDERGARTEN 

Yearly Fees ς One Child 

Tuition Fees  $800.00 

Grounds Levy  $  54.00 

Building Levy  $240.00 

IT Levy   $  40.00 

Copyright Levy  $  20.00 

Performance &   $  32.00 

Books & Material $160.00 

TOTAL PAYABLE $1346.00 

Cost per week: $25.88/52weeks 



STARTING KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten will commence on  

 Monday 9th February 2015 
Monday to Friday - full days 

 
 

After Kinder Orientation your child will probably feel a great deal more confident 
about starting Kindergarten. It is important that you talk to your child about going to 

Kindergarten in a positive and enthusiastic manner. 
 

It is important that you explain to your child that {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ is a safe and happy 
place and that there is always a teacher close by if  

they feel frightened or upset. 
 

Discuss with your child all of the different things they will do at school and how 
much fun it will be to: 

 

Make lots of new friends 

Meet interesting teachers 

Go to the library to borrow a book 

Use the Interactive Whiteboard (ACTIV Board) 

Paint and do craft 

Sing songs 

Learn about letters, numbers and words 

Play on the computers etc... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



START PREPARING YOUR CHILD BEFORE THE 
BIG DAY!  

 
During this time you should start to encourage your child to be independent. Help your child learn to 
manage and take care of the things they will use on a daily basis at school. Children will already have 
experienced many of these things in Pre-School. 
 
For example: 
Discuss with your child how they will use the bathrooms (toilets) at school. It is important that you explain 
to them that they will be allowed to go to the toilet whenever they need to, but they MUST ask the teacher 
before they go. We ask that you please pack a spare pair of underpants and appropriate coloured school 
ǎƻŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎ -ΩƧǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜΩΗ 

Encourage your child to put their school hat on when going out to play. When they come inside, practise 
ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψbƻ IŀǘΣ tƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŘŜΩ ǊǳƭŜΦ 
Remind them that they need to wear their hats outside if they want to play 

Practise putting school jumpers on and taking them off. Throughout January allow your child time to wear 
in their new school shoes. We have found that new shoes and hot feet are a sure-fire way to cause 
uncomfortable and at times painful blisters. 

LABEL EVERYTHING! Show your child their full name written on their hat, jumper, school bag, library bag, 
painting smock and lunch boxes. 
 

Familiarise your child with their school bag. Give them plenty of time to get used to wearing it on their 
back. Show them how to take it off and put it on. Give them opportunities to practise taking their lunch box 
in and out of it and most importantly show them how to do up and undo the zippers! 

IŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘŀƎ ƻǊ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ όŜƎ ƪŜȅ ǊƛƴƎΣ Ǌƛōōƻƴύ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ōŀƎΦ ! ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōŀƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦŜǿ 
weeks of school). 

Encourage your child to practise writing their first name, using a capital at the beginning and lower-case 
letters for the remainder of their name. One of the biggest challenges that Kindergarten teachers face is 
ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨǳƴǘŜŀŎƘΩ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǇital letters. 

Each day at school your child will have fruit break, recess and lunch. Practise having these three breaks! 
²Ŝ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ΨǇƛŎƴƛŎǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭǳƴŎƘ ōƻȄΦ 
Get them familiar with drinking from a drink bottle and show them how to open and close the lid. We ask 
ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǇƭŀŎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŦǊǳƛǘ ōǊŜŀƪΣ ǊŜŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 
stop your child accidentally eating all of their food in one go. We also place lunch boxes in the fridge to 
keep them cool. 

Correct Pencil Grip 

It is very important that right from the start of their school life children 
acquire the habit of a correct pencil grip.  We teach them the correct grip 
at school, but unless parents keep an eye on how children hold a pencil 
when they are using one at home, then bad habits, which are hard to 
break, are formed.  Below is the diagram of the correct hold.  Would you 
please check your child at home. 

 

 
 



READ, READ AND READ!   

We encourage you to read to your child as much as possible.   We find that children who enjoy 
books are always enthusiastic to learn to read on their own! 

Learning to read and write begins at home, not with flashcards, drills or special kits, but with 
pleasurable, purposeful, everyday involvement with print.  Parents are the key to this learning.  
You can help by providing your children with books, paper and writing implements and by finding 
the time and enthusiasm to share reading and writing. 

Shared reading teaches how different written language sound and about the way books work. We 
take it for granted that you begin to read books at the front, not the back and that the words run 
from top to bottom and left to right; or that the words of a story say the same thing every time 
you read it.  But for children these are new and important concepts that are only learnt through 
sharing books with an experienced adult. 

At home, when sharing a story, take time to chat about the pictures and story so far, to relate 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  [ƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ comments 
about the book. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
find it helps them learn how written language sound, as well as extending their vocabulary. 

Encourage your child to join in with a repetitive chorus, to speak the words of the characters and 
to say familiar parts of the text with you.  From time to time make a game of taking turns to retell 
a familiar story. 

When children sit alone turning the pages of a book and telling themselves the story, or when 
they read an old favourite to Teddy or Dolly, they are exhibiting reading like behaviour. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴǘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ς involve your children in reading labels on 
jars, bottles and packets, family letters and cards, street signs, television advertisements and all 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΦ  5Ǌŀǿ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ 
which print plays in daily life:  in the shops, on the street and on television. 

!ōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊing of books a chore.  Your own enthusiasm for a story, as shown in 
your laughter, tears or wonder and your own ability to make the language of books come alive as 
you read stories, poems and nursery rhymes, will do much to make your children avid readers. 

 

 

 


